
Who has not ever heard 

about the Balkan war? 

Who has not ever heard 

about Kosovo? And 

what about Abkhazia in 

Georgia? Certainly eve-

rybody is more or less 

familiar with these top-

ics, as the media always 

makes an effort to in-

form people about the 

most burning issues 

from abroad, which can 

have a significant influ-

ence on the interna-

tional situation. How-

ever, dozens of similar 

conflicts still exist in the 

shadow, because the 

public does not care, it 

stays ignorant or does 

not want to get more 

information. Who knows 

about Transnistria? Who 

follows the current rela-

tions between Turkey 

and Armenia? Of course, 

we are not able to know 

everything, since every-

body has enough duties 

to deal with instead of 

thinking of political and 

social aspects, but we 

should try not to be 

neutral towards the 

international affairs, as 

sooner or later they can 

refer to us more directly. 

Maybe this is the best 

reason for building wise 

and conscious society, 

which will be interested 

in foreign relations, so 

that it could help to 

solve this kind of trou-

bles? Creating civil so-

cieties in the EaP coun-

tries belongs to the most 

relevant tasks of their EU 

partners and this is why 

it ought to obtain a 

strong support from 

them. In the third num-

ber of our YEaP-

newsletter Andrei, Maria 

and Sofia want to open 

your eyes to the above 

mentioned issues which 

are not discussed so of-

ten in the public. Maybe 

it is about time to de-

vote more attention to 

them? What is more, we 

would like to inform you 

about the current situa-

tion in our publication 

team. Last but not least, 

we wish you a nice time 

while reading and expect 

your feedback, ques-

tions, critique and other 

forms of contribution! 

Best regards, 

Katarzyna Wróbel 
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 The EU's Eastern Partner-

ship Civil Society Forum (EaP CSF) 

will be holding its second confer-

ence this year in November, in Ber-

lin, Germany, an event that will put 

to the test the capacity of civil soci-

ety both from EU member states 

and the EaP Eastern countries 

(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 

Georgia, Republic of Moldova and 

Ukraine). The participants will get 

together and make meaningful rec-

ommendations, which could help 

the EaP countries and EU member 

states, as well as the European 

Commission (EC) to draw up a pol-

icy related to these countries. 

How it all started? 

 On 7 May 2009, the Prague 

joint declaration on the Eastern 

Partnership underlined the need for 

the establishment of a Civil Society 

Forum on Eastern Partnership thus 

reaffirming the crucial role that civil 

society and non-governmental or-

ganizations play in providing policy 

input, following initiatives and 

holding governments to account in 

the six EaP countries. The involve-

ment of the representatives of the 

civil society was thus set as a means 

for further development of the 

above mentioned initiative. 

Last year's meeting saw the discus-

sions divided into 4 working groups 

according to the 4 EaP thematic 

platforms. 17 members both from 

the EaP countries and EU member 

states were selected to form the 

Steering Committee, whose main 

task was to prepare a concept paper 

on the future development of the 

Forum as well as to elaborate pro-

cedures for the selection of partici-

pants for the 2010 CSF meeting. 

Also, a fifth ad-hoc working group 

was created by the CSF whose aim 

was to focus on preparing the struc-

ture of the Forum. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/

eastern/civil_society/index_en.htm 

 

How to get involved? 

 By mid-May, the EC will be 

inviting all interested civil society 

organizations to submit their ex-

pressions of interest to participate 

in this event, and from last year's 

perspective, the competition is ex-

pected to be fierce as, due to finan-

cial and logistical reasons, only 220 

participants out of 439 were admit-

ted to take part in the discussions of 

the first EaP conference (Brussels, 

16 -17 November 2009). In the se-

lection of the participants for the 

last year's Forum, the EC took into 

consideration the geographical cri-

teria: the majority of CSF partici-

pants came from civil society or-

ganizations (CSO)  from the EaP 

countries, but an important number 

of CSOs from EU member states and 

even third countries representa-

tives were accepted; the diversity 

and proportionality criteria: partici-

pants had to represent all variety of 

civil society actors; and, of course, 

the experience in the EU/ENP/EaP 

matters criteria which took into 

account past activities and results 
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The Civil Society Forum on Eastern Partnership has been launched. What next? 
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Further readings: 

http://vi.rorive.be/EaP/default.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/eastern/index_en.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/eastern/civil_society/index_en.htm 

achieved.This year, the selection for 

the CSF will be made by the CSF 

Steering Committee elected in No-

vember 2009, which will be acting 

accordingly to the EC guidelines in 

order to ensure the Forum's open-

ness. 

How is the CSF expected to con-

tribute to achieving the EaP's 

goals? 

 The CSF can have a rele-

vant contribution to the EaP's ob-

jectives by providing a civil society 

perspective, notably through the 

regular provision of recommenda-

tions (input/evaluation/ monitor-

ing of the work of the EaP), sharing 

experience in the European integra-

tion processes in EaP countries; 

discussing what civil society can do 

to promote the multilateral compo-

nent of the EaP, including confi-

dence building measures in regional 

conflicts; providing an open channel 

for permanent inclusion of civil so-

ciety expertise and views in the EaP 

process; facilitating relations with 

the EU institutions. 

 

This year's CSF gathering in Ber-

lin. 

 Taking into account that 

last year saw the first edition of this 

event which was mostly dedicated 

to elaborating recommendations for 

the CSF and discussing how this CSF 

is to be organized, the Berlin event 

is expected to consolidate the Fo-

rum. The participants are to define 

the ways the CSF should get in-

volved in assisting the EaP's objec-

tives. The meeting can also serve as 

a basis for discussion on the future 

of the Forum, which could gradually 

become a completely self-organized 

and self-financed structure where 

the EC would only play the role of 

coordinator between the Forum 

and the EaP platform activities.  

 

Maria Chican 

Vice-president of “Paneuropa 

Foundation”  



 

On 10th of October, 2009 

Turkey and Armenia signed a proto-

col to establish diplomatic ties in an 

effort to set aside a century of ani-

mosity between the neighboring 

countries. Recalling the history, 

though Turkey recognized the state 

of Armenia soon after its 1991 inde-

pendence, it failed to establish for-

mal diplomatic relations, since it 

sided with its Turkic ally Azerbaijan 

over the Nagorno-Karabakh War 

and closed its borders with Arme-

n i a . 

 After the signing, the proto-

cols headed to the Parliaments of 

both countries for ratification, how-

ever, the process has come to a 

standstill. The main reason for this 

pause is the different languages of 

diplomacy the two countries speak. 

Mainly, Turkey puts preconditions 

in front of Armenia before ratifying 

the protocol. These preconditions 

include refusal from making the 

world accept Armenian Genocide 

and solving Nagorno-Karabakh’s 

problem. However, from the very 

start of negotiations over signing 

this protocol, Armenia and Turkey 

agreed not to make any precondi-

tions. 

It has been a century al-

ready that Armenians, for softening 

the grief of 1915 tragedy, when 

more than 1, 5 million Armenians 

were subjected to torture, per-

suades the world to accept and con-

demn the Armenian genocide (more 

info on Armenian genocide here:  

http://

www.unitedhumanrights.org/

genocide/armenian_genocide.htm 

 

Not long ago (March 4th, 2009) the 

House Foreign Affairs Committee of 

US passed the nonbinding resolu-

tion describing as genocide the kill-

ings of Armenians in World War I., 

after which Ankara recalled its am-

bassador in Washington for consul-

tations, (though now he is back to 

US) (more info here:  

h t t p : / / n e w s . b b c . c o . u k / 2 /

hi/8550928.stm Turkey wasn’t 

happy with Sweden recognizing the 

mass-killings in 1915 as genocide as 

well (more info here: http://

www.jihadwatch.org/2010/03/

sweden-acknowledges-armenian-

genocide-turks-irked.html 

In case of Nagorno-

Karabakh, Turkey states that the 

protocol cannot be ratified, unless 

the problem with NK is solved, 

since Turkey cannot dismiss its ally 

Azerbaijan’s interests (more info 

about NK conflict here: http://

www.tagsup.com/topic/nagorno-

karabakh+conflict 

 

For speeding up the ratifi-

cation of the signed resolutions by 

Turkish and Armenian Parliaments, 

a meeting was held in Washington 

between Armenian President Serzh 

Sarksyan and Turkish Prime Minis-

ter Recep Tayyip Erdogan within 

the frames of Nuclear Security Sum-

mit (12th of April, 2010) (more 

about the Summit here: http://

news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100412/

a p _ o n _ g o _ p r _ w h /

us_nuclear_conference 

Turkey was upset for USA not invit-

ing Azerbaijan to the summit. Nev-

ertheless, leaders of the two coun-

tries afterwards met with U.S. Presi-

dent Barack Obama. According to a 

White House document, Obama 

urged both sides to make “every 

effort” for advancement of the nor-

malization of the process. The 

White House also said that Obama 

reiterated his support for Armenian 

diplomacy. "The president com-

mended President Sarksyan for his 

courageous efforts to achieve nor-

malization of relations between Ar-

menia and Turkey and encouraged 

him to fulfil the promise of normali-

zation for the benefit of the Arme-

nian people,” said the Washington 

statement.   http://www.trt-

world.com/trtinternational/en/

n e w s D e t a i l . a s p x ?

HaberKodu=676af3ee-a87a-4912-

930a-104df29eb24c&title=Erdo%

C4%9Fan%20and%20Sargsyan%

20hold%20talks  

However on 22nd of April, 

right before the 95th anniversary of 

Armenian Genocide, the president 

of the Republic of Armenia Serge 

Sarksyan said that Armenia sus-

pends ratification of a reconciliation 

deal with Turkey, though not pull-

ing it out of negotiations entirely. 

"We shall consider moving forward 

when we are convinced that there is 

a proper environment in Turkey and 

there is a leadership in Ankara ready 

to re-engage in the normalisation 

process," he said.  

http:www.armenianow.com

news/22251sargsan_erdogan_obama

_washington_summit 

 

Many experts comment 

that the suspending of the ratifica-

tion means that the border between 

Armenia and Turkey won’t be open 

during the coming 5 years; how-

ever, all agree that the freezing of 

ratification is definitely a rescue for 

both sides, since the negotiations 

were leading the two parties to a 

dead end.     

Sofia Manukyan 

  

    Any Melt-down in Turkish –Armenian Relations?  
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Frozen conflict next to EU borders: Transnistria 

Transnistria, also known as 

Pridnestrovie or Transdniester, is a 

strip of land between the Republic 

of Moldova and Ukraine. It is a 

break-away region of Moldova, 

which declared independence from 

Moldova in 1990. The conflict 

started because of political move-

ments in Chisinau based on roman-

tic nationalism and pleaded for re-

unification with Romania. The 

Transnistrian opponents used this 

argument for separation from 

Moldova. The tensions led to armed 

clashes on a limited scale which 

broke out between Transnistrian 

separatists and Moldovan police. 

The rebel military forces have re-

ceived support particularly from 

Russian Cossacks who joined the 

Transnistrian militants. Around 

1000 people lost their lives in the 

armed conflict, which lasted 3 

months, from March to June 1992. 

The Russian Army was deployed in 

Transnistria with the purpose of 

backing the Transnistrian authori-

ties and ending the conflict. As a 

result of Russian Army’s involve-

ment the war ended in stalemate, 

with a ceasefire declared in July 

1992. 

Since then, Transnistria has 

existed in a state of international 

limbo, ruled continuously by former 

Communist apparatchik. It has its 

own parliament, currency, and mili-

tary, but has not been recognized as 

a state by any country, although 

Russia maintains a troop presence 

there and has opened a consulate in 

http:www.robertamsterdam.com/

Transdniestria.gif 

 

the region (against the will 

of Moldova). During Soviet era, one 

third of the Moldovan Soviet Social-

ist Republic Economy was concen-

trated in this region. Additionally, it 

has tons of weaponry and ammuni-

tion that was deposited here during 

the Cold War, whose fate remains 

unclear up to date. Nowadays, with 

no reforms, no democracy, Trans-

nistria remains a place in Europe 

where time has stopped.  

For years, the Moldovan 

Government has struggled to 

change the status quo peacefully 

and reunify the country. However, 

with no real strategy and little in-

terest from the Transnistrian Gov-

ernment the situation looks bleak. 

Nowadays Moldova does not have a 

proper army. It is believed that the 

Moldovan Army in a war with 

Transnistria will not survive more 

than 48 hours. According to them 

“we just don’t have enough bullets 

to resist”.  In contrast, Transnistria 

has the financial back-up from Rus-

sia, which provides support for so-

cial assistance, building soviet 

monuments and for military rea-

sons.  Russian Federation is deter-

mined to maintain its influence in 

this area. Today there are around 

1500 Russian troops located in 

Transnistria. 

The Republic of Moldova 

doesn’t have the capacity to solve 

this long-lasting conflict by itself. In 

2005, in order to legitimate trade 

and improve security between 

Moldova and Ukraine, EU launched 

European Union Board Assistance 

Mission, which is essentially a tech-

nical assistance project, which has 

no political strategy to implement a 

deal between the parties of the con-

flict. An overall solution can only be 

achieved at political level, to which 

EU is also contributing to solve this 

frozen conflict. Nevertheless, Trans-

nistria remains a source of tension 

for Moldova, as well as to Moldova’s 

relations with Russia and also a 

source of instability in Eastern 

Europe. 

 

Andrei Gavrilita 

       Brussels blog on Russia and EU 

       Click appropriate link: 

http://blogs.ft.com/brusselsblog/2010/04/russia-teaches-eu-a-lesson-in-its-ukraine-gas-

for-naval-base-deal/ 
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Youth Eastern Partnership - NEWSLETTER - International Research Project 

Contact us: 

www.youtheap.kssm.pl  

YouthEaP@kssm.pl 

YEP publications 

 

 One of the main objectives of YEaP is a publication at the end of 2010 about the Eastern European Partner-

ship. Members of YEaP, but also other interested students, can present their point of view in an academic manner on 

an EaP member, as well as Russia, or a particular policy area covering the overall EaP region. Each contribution will 

comprise about 15 pages. Overall, there shall be some 15 contributions to the publication of young people from EaP 

countries as well as from EU member states. The aim is to get a diverse picture and an in-depth insight about the cur-

rent situation of EaP of how it is perceived by students interested in the topic and the region. 

In case you are interested to contribute as well or have any questions concerning the publication, please contact the 

publication board: 

Johannes Langer - langerjohannes@gmail.com 

Orkhan Aliyev - orkhan.aliyev@gmail.com 

Lyubov Artemenko - lyubov.artemenko@gmail.com 


